Art dossiers

1
Sonia Delaunay

Art genre:
Cubism, Orphism. 

Art media:
Paintings. Fabric, costume, interior and theatre design.

Life:
Born in 1885, the daughter of a Jewish factory worker in the Ukraine. Adopted at the age of five by a wealthy uncle who gave her a privileged childhood in St Petersburg. Moved to Paris in 1905. Married art dealer and collector Willhelm Uhde in 1908; divorced him to marry the artist Robert Delaunay in 1910. Moved to Spain in 1914 to help her son recover from a serious illness, and opened her first boutique in the Hotel Ritz, Madrid. Returned to Paris in 1920 and continued to design clothing and soft furnishing until the end of the decade when financial problems forced her to close her workshops. She started painting again and worked with her husband to produce decorations for major exhibitions. After her husband died in 1941, she continued to work until her death in Paris in 1979. Many of her designs were produced in large numbers – she wanted to democratise art and make it accessible to ordinary people.

Work:
Sonia was first encouraged to paint by a friend of the family, the German Impressionist Max Liebermann. She studied drawing and anatomy at the University of Karlsruhe where she encountered the work of the French Impressionists. In 1905, she moved to Paris and studied at the Académie de la Palette where she produced figurative works using intense colour. Held her first solo exhibition in 1908 but gave up painting after marrying Robert Delaunay (perhaps not wanting to compete with her husband) and focussed on handicrafts and design. She and Robert are credited with founding the Orphism movement, which used strong colours and geometric shapes. In 1913, she created ‘simultaneous clothing’ and pioneered a technique where designs were placed close to each other and therefore influenced each other. She is associated with patterns such as polka dots and zigzags.  Whilst living in Spain, she made costumes for the Russian dancer Diaghilev’s ballet Cléopâtre and went on to complete a number of commissions designing interiors, costumes, and decors for the theatre. When she returned to Paris, she became involved with the Dada and Surrealism movements. In 1922 she designed ‘curtain poems’, ‘dress poems’ and ‘vest poems’ covered with lettering. She opened two boutiques to market her clothing and soft furnishing, and by the end of the decade employed thirty workers. In 1936 she and Robert Delaunay produced 25,000 square metres of murals as part of the decorations for the 1937 Exposition Universelle. After Robert died she gave 40 of his paintings and 58 of her own to the Musée National d’Art Moderne in Paris. The donation was exhibited in the Louvre in 1964, making her the first living woman to be exhibited in the museum. 

Find out more:
www.artcyclopaedia.com

www.en.wikipedia.org  


www.spaightwoodgalleries.com (good visuals)

2
Alberto Giacometti

Art genre:
Cubism, Surrealism and Existentialism. 

Art media:
Painting, sculpture and printmaking.

Life:
Born in Switzerland in 1901, the son of renowned Post-Impressionist Giovanni Giacometti. Moved to Paris in 1922 and joined the Surrealist Group. Started painting using models which made him unpopular with this Group and they ‘excommunicated him’. In 1941, he met the philosopher Jean-Paul Sartre and Simone de Beauvoir who were key movers in the Existentialist movement. As the Second World War progressed, he returned to Geneva, Switzerland, where he supported himself by making furniture and interior decoration work. He married Annette Arm and returned to Paris after the War ended. His reputation as a sculptor grew and achieved worldwide celebrity in 1962 when he won a major prize for sculpture at the Venice Bienniale. His health began to fail in the 1960s and he died in Switzerland in 1966.

Work:
Giacometti studied at the School of Arts and Crafts in Geneva, and in 1922 went to Paris to study under the sculptor Bourdelle. He set up a studio with his brother Diego in 1925 and held his first one-man exhibition in Zurich in 1927. His primitive sculptures sold quickly and he was signed up by the influential Surrealist dealer Pierre Loeb. Between 1935 and 1940 he returned to working from models and sculpting portrait busts. His style changed and his sculptures became very small. It was only when he returned to Paris after the War that he made sculptures of normal dimensions – though the figures were long, thin and stretched out. He compulsively reworked his figures and often destroyed work that didn’t match his vision. His work was exhibited in New York in 1948, Basle in 1950 and Paris in 1951. In 1956 he began producing portraits that were recognisable likenesses of their subjects. His sculptures are now extremely valuable – one fetched $14 million.

Find out more:
www.en.wikipedia.org  

www.moma.org/exhibitions/2001/giacometti (good visuals)

3
Henry Moore

Art genre:
Modernism, Surrealism. 

Art media:
Sculpture, paintings.

Life:
Born in Castleford, West Yorkshire, in 1898, Moore was the son of a mine manager. He became an elementary school teacher until he joined the army when he was 17. In 1919 an ex-servicemen’s grant enabled him to go to Leeds School of Art where he won a scholarship to the Royal College of Art in London. He later became an Assistant in the Sculpture Department at the College. In 1929, he married Irina Radetzsky and bought a cottage in Kent where he could work during the college holidays. Later they moved to Hampstead where they were part of an influential group that included Ben Nicholson and Barbara Hepworth. After the Second World War began, Moore’s drawings of people sheltering in the London Underground during the Blitz caught the attention of the War Artists Advisory Board and he worked for them until 1943. He returned to sculpture and his work was internationally recognised. He won the main prize for sculpture at the 1948 Venice Bienniale. He was commissioned to make bigger works, his studios and gardens expanded and he employed a number of assistants. He was made a Companion of Honour in 1955 and a member of the Order of Merit in 1963. He died in Hertfordshire in 1986. 

Work:
When Moore moved to London in 1921 he developed an interest in primitive art and sculpture. He used a method of direct carving for his own work, in which everything was carved by hand and the tool marks are visible. His first one-man show in 1926 was well-received and he was commissioned to provide a sculpture for the headquarters of the London Underground. His work was controversial and contributed to him leaving the Royal College of Art and becoming a tutor at the Chelsea School of Art. Although not keen to be associated with a particular style of art, Moore exhibited in the International Exhibition of Surrealist Art in London in 1936 and an exhibition of Cubist and Abstract art in New York. In 1943, he was commissioned to sculpt a figure of a Virgin and Child for St Matthew’s Church in Northampton and he produced his first ‘draped figure’. In 1946, there was a retrospective of his work at the Museum of Modern Art in New York; the exhibition was subsequently taken to Chicago, San Francisco and Australia. In the early 1950s he moved away from direct carving towards modelling and built a foundry at the bottom of his garden in Hertfordshire. He was asked to produce massive sculptures that had to be cast, such as the Reclining Figure for the Lincoln Centre in New York. He and his assistants produced models and maquettes before making the final sculptures and many of these were cast as small bronzes. In 1977 he established the Henry Moore Foundation to promote public interest in art and preserve his work. The Foundation manages the Henry Moore Institute in Leeds that supports exhibitions and research into international sculpture.

Find out more: 
www.en.wikipedia.org  



www.henry-moore-fdn.co.uk 

4
Barbara Hepworth

Art genre:
Abstract art. 

Art media:
Sculpture, carvings, printmaking.

Life:
Born in Wakefield, West Yorkshire in 1903, the eldest daughter of a civil engineer who familiarised her with technical drawing. She won a scholarship to the Leeds School of Art where she met Henry Moore. In 1921 she won another scholarship, and spent the next three years at the Royal College of Art. She studied carving in Italy and married the sculptor John Skeaping. They returned to London in 1926 and held a joint exhibition in their St John’s Wood studio. In 1930 and 1931 she went on holiday with a group of artists including Henry Moore and Ben Nicholson. She later married Nicholson and they lived in Hampstead where they were at the centre of a group of avant-garde artists. In 1934, she had triplets and the financial pressures of a large family forced her and Nicholson to move to St Ives in Cornwall. Hepworth ran a nursery school during the war. In 1942 they moved to a larger house and by 1949 Hepworth had a studio where she could carve out of doors even in winter. In the 1950s her marriage to Nicholson broke down and her eldest son, Paul Skeaping, was killed in an air crash. She sought comfort in her work and expanded her studio. She was made Commander of the British Empire in 1958 and created Dame Commander of the British Empire in 1965. Towards the end of her life she suffered ill health and died after a fire in her studio in 1975. The studio opened as a museum in 1976. 

Work:
Barbara Hepworth was important in the abstract movement in Britain. She studied carving in Italy where her work was influenced by the light she experienced there, and by using marble. It wasn’t until after the Second World War that her work was recognised. Her pieces were shown at the Venice Bienniale in 1950. Through the 1950s her work increased in scale. She began to cast sculptures and many of these were displayed in the property around her studio. In 1962-3 she created a large bronze to stand outside the United Nations Building in New York.  She introduced the idea of piercing the solid mass of sculpture with a hole to make the object more transparent, a concept that influenced Henry Moore. Many of her sculptures were derived from nature, particularly the sea-washed rocks near her home in Cornwall.. 

Find out more:
www.tate.org.uk/stives/hepworth 


www.en.wikipedia.org 


www.artchive.com 

5
Antoni Gaudi

Art genre:
Art Nouveau, Surrealism  

Art media:
Architecture, furniture

Life:
The son of a coppersmith, Gaudi was born in 1852 in Catalonia, Spain. He studied architecture in Barcelona from 1873 to 1877. His work was heavily influenced by his interest in nature and, through his designs, he attempted to mimic the way that trees and people grow. He was involved in the Catalan Renaissance, an artistic movement that supported the region’s political independence. He was also deeply religious and towards the end of his life devoted himself to designing a major church in Barcelona, La Sagrada Familia. He lived on the site and was obsessed by his work. In 1926 he was run over by a tram. Because of his impoverished appearance he was taken to a pauper’s hospital and died two days later. He was buried in La Sagrada Familia – an architectural masterpiece that is still under construction.

Work:
Gaudi’s work is very distinctive. He took architecture and design in new directions, mixing Oriental and western influences and experimenting with colour and materials He often patterned surfaces with mosaics, ceramic tiles and intricate metalwork. His interest in the way that natural things grew was reflected in his attempts to build structures that stood on their own and didn’t need external supports. Gaudi’s first major project was producing designs for a housing project for factory workers – although like many of his projects, only a small portion was actually built. He designed apartment buildings in Barcelona, some of which are open to the public, and filled these with furniture that reflected the design of the buildings. He also created Parc Guell, an open area with ornate staircases, pavilions and mosaics. He devoted thirty years of his life to La Sagrada Familia, a church richly decorated with Christian imagery and spindle towers that dominate the city skyline. The church is still being built using original plans that Gaudi developed. 

Find out more: www.gaudiallgaudi.com
www.en.wikipedia.org 

6
David Hockney

Art genre:
 Various

Art media:
Painting, printmaking, photo collage, multi fax pictures, theatre set and costume design

Life:
Born in Bradford, West Yorkshire, in 1937, Hockney went to Bradford Grammar School. After attending the local art school, he went to the Royal College of Art in 1959. In 1961 he visited New York for the first time, became friendly with Andy Warhol and discovered a new sense of artistic freedom. Two years later he moved to Los Angeles where he settled with his partner Peter Schlesinger. He did not return to England until 1968. After his relationship with Schlesinger broke down he moved to Paris but eventually returned to California where he has lived permanently since 1978. He was made a Companion of Honour in 1997.

Work:
Hockney was always keen to experiment with styles and media. At the Royal College of Art he explored abstract art but then moved towards more figurative painting. He painted in acrylic as well as oils, produced many drawings and prints. In 1961, after his first visit to the US, he made a series of prints to reflect his experiences. Based on Hogarth’s Rake’s Progress, this work was well received and boosted his reputation. Most of his paintings in the late 1960s and early 1970s were naturalistic and represented people and places as they really were. His interest in photography developed into photo collage where he fitted together thousands of prints to make large-scale pictures. He also used fax and colour laser printers as artistic media. Hockney’s interest in a wide range of arts led him into designing sets for the theatre, opera and ballet. 

Find out more: www.davidhockney.com 

www.en.wikipedia.org 

www.saltsmill.org.uk 

7
Pablo Picasso

Art genre:
 Modernism, Cubism
Art media:
Painting, printmaking, lithographs, sculpture

Life:
Born in Malaga in 1881, Picasso was the son of an art teacher who became Professor at the School of Fine Arts in Barcelona. A talented child, Picasso studied at the Academy in Barcelona and the Royal Academy of San Fernando in Madrid. In 1900 he visited Paris where he settled in 1904. He became friendly with artists and writers such as Georges Braque, Apollinaire and Gertrude Stein. Picasso remained in Paris when the First World War broke out in 1914, but moved to the suburbs after his mistress Marcelle Humbert, died in 1915. He collaborated with the ballet master Diaghilev and fell in love with the Russian dancer Olga Kokhlova whom he married in 1918. Their son, Paolo, was born in 1921. He lived a fashionable existence back in Paris but eventually he grew tired of this lifestyle. He found a new mistress, seventeen-year-old Marie-Thérèse Walter, who inspired many of his paintings and sculptures. In 1935 he officially separated from Olga and the following year Marie-Thérèse gave birth to their daughter, Maia. Picasso soon found another mistress, however, and the Yugoslav photographer Dora Maar replaced Marie-Thérèse. In the 1930s Picasso began to visit Spain more frequently and during the Spanish Civil War he supported the Republicans. The Republican Government made him an honorary director of the Prada Museum and in return Picasso created one of his most famous paintings, Guernica. He remained in Paris throughout the Second World War. After the war ended, Picasso became a Communist and his drawing of a dove became a famous Communist Party emblem. Dora Maar was succeeded by Françoise Gilot with whom he lived in the South of France until 1955. He separated from Françoise in 1955 and six years later married his new mistress, Jacqueline Roque. Picasso continued to work until his death in 1973.

Work:
Picasso’s work falls into distinct periods. From 1901-1904 he produced a series of melancholy paintings featuring harlequins, acrobats, prostitutes and beggars that formed his Blue Period. This was succeeded by the Rose Period (1905-6) which were brighter and more cheerful. He then turned to a more primitive style, influenced by the work of the artists Cezanne and black African art, and produced one of his most famous paintings: Les Demoiselles d’Avignon. With Georges Braque, he founded a movement known as Analytic Cubism (1909–1912), where he used sombre colours and took objects apart to analyse their shape and form. He also experimented with collage and cut paper, something which had never been doine before in fine art. After a difficult period in his private life, he moved into a Neo-Classical phase which contrasted sharply with his avant-garde work. As his marriage to Olga Kokhlova failed, his work became increasingly angry and savage. In 1937 he exhibited Guernica in Paris. This represenatation of the German bombing of the Spanish town of Guernica in Sapin was seen as a powerful anti-war statement. After the end of the Second World War, he continued to paint political themes. In the 1950s he made a series of works based on the paintings of the great masters such as Velasquez. His last major exhibition was in Avignon in 1970, where the brutality of his work shocked many observers. He was moving towards the style of Neo-Expressionism which dominated the art scene in the early 1980s. Picasso is also renowned for his sculture and prints.
Find out more:
www.picasso.fr/anglais

www.en.wikipedia.org 

8
Bridget Riley

Art genre:
 Op art
Art media:
Painting

Life:
the daughter of a businessman, Bridget Riley was born in London in 1931 and spent her childhood in Cornwall and Lincolnshire. She studied at Goldsmiths College and the Royal College of Art. She left college early to care for her sick father. She then worked as an art teacher, and for an advertising agency until 1964. Riley began to produce her distinctive style of work in the late 1950s. She is now one of Britain’s best-known artists and has been made a Companion of Honour and Commander of the British Empire.

Work:
Riley began painting in a semi-impressionist manner, then became interested in the Neo-Impressionist style of Pointillism. In 1958 she discovered the work of Jackson Pollock and moved to a more abstract style. She began to paint the black and white works using the straight lines, discs and squares for which she is famous. She was fascinated by the way that the eye perceives movement and this is reflected in the geometric shapes that she uses – they often appear to move as you study them. She held her first solo show in London in 1962.She later began to work in colour; a trip to Egypt had stimulated an interest in colourful hieroglyphics. Riley is associated with the Op Art, and her paintings have spawned many imitators in various media such as print and fabric design. She has held many exhibitions and her work was shown at the 1968 Venice Biennial where she won the International Prize for painting. 

Find out more:
www.tate.org.uk/britain/exhibitions/riley

www.jameshymanfineart.com (good images)  


www.en.wikipedia.org
9
Ben Nicholson

Art genre:
Abstract art

Art media:
Painting, textile design, carving

Life:
Ben Nicholson and his siblings Nacy and Kit were the children of artists William Nicholson and Mabel Pryde. Born in Buckinghamshire 1894, he studied for a year at the Slade School of Art, then spent most of the period 1912-18 abroad because of his health. He married the artist Winifred Dacre in 1920 and had three children. In 1931, he met the sculptor Barbara Hepworth whom he married three years later and with whom he had three more children. They moved to Cornwall in 1939 and he remained there until he moved to Switzerland in 1957 with his third wife, Felicitas Vogler. He was made a Member of the Order of Merit in 1968 and returned to England in 1972. He died in 1982, aged eighty-seven. 

Work:
In the early 1930s Nicholson lived in Hampstead and was part of a leading group of abstract artists. As well as painting he began to design textiles. Artists such as Picasso and Mondrian influenced his early work. With Hepworth, he was one of the artists of the St Ives movement. He believed that art should be accessible to everyone and that barriers between art and design should be broken down. He designed fabrics that were woven and printed by the Edinburgh Weavers, an innovative company devoted to involving artists in textile design. In 1954 a retrospective exhibition at the Venice Bienniale recognised Nicholson’s success as an artist. 

Find out more:
www.britainunlimited.com/Biogs/Nicholson.htm

www.en.wikipedia.org
10
Nancy Nicholson

Art genre:
Various

Art media:
Textile design, interior design, illustrations

Life:
Born in 1899, Nancy Nicholson was the sister of artist Ben Nicholson. In 1916 she met the poet Robert Graves whom she married in 1918. By then she had already started to work as an illustrator – she drew a cover for Vogue magazine in 1917. She and her husband moved to Boar’s Hill near Oxford where Nancy started a village grocer’s shop. She had three children. A keen feminist, she held the first official car-licence in Wales, gave advice to local women on contraception and fought for equal pay for women and men. In 1927 Nancy and Graves went to Egypt where Graves had been offered a teaching post. The following year they moved to London where they lived on a barge until their marriage broke up in 1928. The following year Nancy set up Poulk Prints in Wiltshire where she made hand printed fabrics to her own designs. She also produced illustrations and designed interiors. In 1946 she opened a shop in London to display her fabrics. In the 1960s she moved back to Wiltshire and continued to work until shortly before her death in 1977.   

Work:
Nancy Nicholson’s style is distinctive and she adhered to it throughout her life. She used clear, clean colours and motifs such as dots and commas. Her main medium was print. On paper she designed letterheads, illustrations, cards and book-jackets. On cloth she designed and hand printed fabrics for domestic use – cushions, curtains and bedspreads. Perhaps one of her most familiar motifs is the duck design that she adapted for cards, fingerplates and cushions.  In 1976, Nancy’s work was displayed in the Victoria and Albert Museum. 

Find out more:
www.en.wikipedia.org
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